Evaluation of a model of collaboration: academic and clinician partnership in the development and implementation of undergraduate teaching.
The difficulty nursing students experience in making the transition from the university to clinical context is attributed to the gap between theory and practice, and education and service. Collaboration between academics and clinicians in the provision of undergraduate education is considered to be a strategy for overcoming these problems. A project team consisting of four academics and six clinicians collaboratively developed and implemented an acute care topic, in the third year of a pre-registration nursing course at the School of Nursing, Flinders University. A review of the literature did not provide examples of collaborative models relevant to undergraduate teaching. The subsequent model, devised by the project team, focused on technical, cultural and interpersonal aspects of collaborative teaching. The model was evaluated by illuminative research methods. Participants in the project included academics (n = 4), clinicians (n = 6) and students (n = 104). Student questionnaires and academic and clinician interviews were used to inform evaluation procedures. The qualitative data was coded and analysed based upon the definitions and characteristics of collaboration described by Henneman et al (1995). Study findings demonstrated that the model was effective in facilitating collaborative relationships necessary for the successful development and implementation of reality-based learning for students.